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AFRICAN: SLAVE TRADE, COL 


K the African Slave Trade has Sos of late the 845 2 
public Examination and private Diſcuſſion, a brief Ac. 


count of it may, perhaps, not be unacceptable to thoſe whe = 


have not had an Opportunity of hearing the Evidence that has 
been given at the Bar of both Houſes of Parliament, or leiſure 


to peruſe the varieus Publications which the 1 Enquiry 
has occaſioned, 


8 


A Trade for Negro Slaves 1 is . on from 1 55 . | 


Senegal i in 16 Degrees North Latitude, to Cape Negro, in 16 
Degrees South: which comprehends a tract of near 4000 Miles 
of Sea Coaſt; and includes the greateſt Part of the interior Coun- 
try, within the above Limits, from the Confines of Mount 


Atlas, acroſs the immenſe Continent of Africa, to Mozam- 
bique, on the Eaſtern Coaſt; MN Foun Peace 


FROM the Nations bordering on the Rivers Senegal and 
Gambia, the Emperor of Morocco procures annually Recruits 


for his black Cavalry; and his Subjects are furniſhed from thenee 
with whatever Slaves they have Occaſion for. & Caravans alſs 
wavalkdemwbenceaccoſs the Continent, to Upper Egypt, with | 


conſiderable Numbers of Negro Slaves; who ene 
thence, either en by Sea, or marched through 
Aſia Minor, to Conſtantinople.“ From the ſame Quarter, in- 
cluding the Country towards the River Sierra Leon, Slaves are 


collected for ſupplying the different States of Barbary; from 


i 0 the Ports of which, ſome of them are ſent to the Morea, and to 
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| the Turkiſh Iſlands, in the Mediterrepeas,. hence it is, that ; 
this-Part of the Country affords but comparatively few Slaves 
| to the European Traders. From Mozambique, and the Ports 
on the Eaftern Coaſt of Africa, great Numbers are ſent to 
Perſia, Goa, and other Parts of the Eaſt Indies, and in propor- 
tion as the culture of the Weſt Indian Iſlands, and of the Eu- 
21 Settlements in America, has been extended, a demand 
or the Labour of African Negroes has regularly encreaſed there; 
* amounts to about eighty Prowlang,3npuglly 3 of er 8 


3 Y 


4 ” Ty 


Portugueſe 10,0003 ; the Dutch 6000, od the Danes: e eee 
tk Ot the forty thouſand purchaſed by the Britiſh, about 5 per 
;cent. or a twentieth | Part, are calculated to die on the Voyage; : 
. 2 aree- fourths of thoſe that arrive in the Weſt Indies are 
. ed of to the F rench and Spaniards; the remainder are di- 
b—Firlbuted. i in the Britiſh Iſlands, chiefly in Jamaica ; the greateſt 
part of which is ſtill in a ſtate of Nature, and will require an 
addition of five or fix thouſand Slaves annually, for many 
Go MEN ears, to complete its Cultivation ; which is the Caſe alſo, tho? - 
25 A in a leſs Degree, of the Iſlands of Grenada, Dominica, St. Vin- 
cents, and ſome other Places; particularly of the Bahamas, and 
of the Settlement in the Bay of Hunduras: the former of which 
is now the retreat of the unſortunate Loyaliſts, baniſhed from 
the United States, where they have a virgin Soil to cultivate, 
which promiſes no ungrateful return, as ſoon as the neceſſary | 
Labourers can be procured; and the latter-affords an Aſylum-to 
the Britiſh Settlers, who have lately been obliged to abandon 
their Poſſeſſions on the? Mp OM , ne 
WHEN the Rae 80 for Af rican . ( which | 
has exiſted for Time immemorial i in Mauritania, Egypt, Perſi . 
and the © ſt,) is conſidered; and, in addition to that, the im- 
menſe Exportation of late Years to America and the Weſt In- 
dies, it might be e preſumed that a that a viſtble- decreale © of Inhabitants” PR 


* ee ST - : . 


q 5 5 
_—— the Conſequence of theſe „ Drains: 7 e 85 1 
the concurrent Teſtimony of the moſt intelligent Perſons, "who | 
viſit that Country, it does not appear to be the Caſe: wo | 
neither an e nor — 15 account ee * 2 


that Eder have been ſtruck with the Appearance of about an 
equal Population in the ſtate of Virginia, and in thoſe Parts o f 
Africa, that lie upon the Coaſt; and, add, that from the beſt „„ 
Information which they could get, the interior Parts are, t 
leaſt, as fully inhabited, as thoſe which they had an Opportunity EY | N 
8 ſeeing. Virginia comprehends about 30, ooo ſquare Miles, 1 
and, including the Negroes, is faid to contain 800, ooo Inhabi :. 
ants: taking this for the Baſis of a Calculation, it may reaſonably 
de preſumed that Negroland, which extends, as was mentioned 
before, from the Senegal to Cape Negro, and from the Atlantic 
Eaſtward to the Indian Ocean, and contains, excluſive of Nubia, 
* arid Abiffinia, at leaſt, four millions of ſquare Miles, cannot 
| have leſs than 106 millions of Inhabitants; which are more than 
| Great Britain, France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Italy, 8 
Holland, and Switz 3 n boaſt. of. . 
12 — 4 N „„ ; 
| Ta riter, well acquainted Wi Africa, from his long | 
- nes there, has pointed out the very different Ces; 
of Europe and Africa, with regard to the Advantages, and Dit 
advantages attending the Propagation of the te in each. 
What Numbers of both Sexes, ſays he. are there in this Quarter 
of the Globe, who grow up and die. without ever having Chil- 
dren ! The increaſe of Luxury has always been an enemy to 
Matrimony ; and, accordingly, we find many decline it from 
_ Chews and many from Neceſſity. The vain are detexred from 
it, from an unwillingneſs to abridge any Part. of the-ſplendor of 
their Appearance ; and the indigent, from a certainty of multi- 
plying their Neceſſities. The long abſence of Men from their 


Nein on Account of Trade and other n to ſay no- 
f . a - 8 8 thing. 


—̃̃ DÄ 
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(46) | 
ming of War and its direful Conſequences, neceffarily reduces 
che Number of Births. A State of Servitude precludes a State 
of Matrimony, in a great Part of the Community; for there are 
few who will keep a married Servant of either Sex; but, above 
2H, Religion, inthe Roman Catholic Countries, ſtrikes the heavieſt 
Blow at Propagation. | Theſe, and other Obſtacles to Marriage 
and Population, which exiſt and are likely to continue, in the 
Countries mentioned above, prevent them from having a yearly 
| Recruit of, at leaſt, ſome millions of People; yet, under all theſe 
Diſadvantages, the N umber of their Inhabitants are 1 to 
ee . | Co 
"IN Africa none of theſe 3 prevail; there we find 
e schee by the Dread of Want, taking its full Scope. 
A Turn to Speculation, Retirement, and abſtracted Studies, 
Reſolutions of Celibacy from diſappointed Love ; unmarried 
Servants, long Voyages, and Religious Vows, are utterly 
unknown. Their Wars are neither ſo bloody nor at- 
tended with ſuch - Cireumftances of deſtruction as ours.* The 
Means of Subſiſtence, in ſo vaſt, and, in general, fo fruitful 
2 Country, being remarkably eaſy, no Perſon doubts having it 
in his power to provide for his Family; and, when that anxiety 
is once furmounted, we may truft to natural Inclination for 
the reſt. Polygamy is univerſally practiſed in Africa, a and contri- 
| butes greatly to its Populouſneſs. It would be hurtful to that 
of Europe ; where the Number of Males and Females born is 
nearly equal, or at leaſt differs only about as much as to make 
up for the Number of the ſormer that are cut off, by Aecidents 
attending their active State: but in Africa, where no man goes 
without a Wife from a ſcarcity of Women, and in ſhort, an 
unmarried black Man is ſeldom or never {cen ; where the che 
Men, having many Wives, does not prevent the pooreſt from 


having one or tw 5 the Number of Women muſt greatly ex- 
| ceet 


* x 
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ved chat of this Men ; nor is this a ſingular Caſe, for the fans | 
Happens at Bantam, in other Parts of the Eaſt Indies, that lie in 
the ſame Latitudes : beſides, there is a great Majority of Male 


Slaves carried out of Africa, which {till adds to the relative Pro- 


portion of Women left behind; ſo that there muſt be an Advantage 

to Population in admitting Polygamy in a Country, where almoſt 
every Man has two or three Wives, and ſeveral as many hun- 
dxeds. Hence it is, that Africa can not only continue ſupplying: 


all-the Demands that offer for her ſurplus. Inhabitants, in the 


Quantities it has hitherto done, but, if neceſſity required it, could 
ſpare e W Aliens more 
End of Tim 
1 . County: of ; of Negrola is divided) into a 1 4 
States, the greateſt Part of which have never yet been explored z: 


hut in thoſe which have been viſited by Europeans,. the Govern- 


ment is found to vary from the moſt abiphns Tyranny-in ſome, 
to ſomewhat leſs deſpotic and oppreſſive in others. The Bulk 
of the People are Slaves to a few Freemen ; and in ſome States 


there is not an Individual free but the a from every Cir- | 


cumſtance of Intelligence and Obſervation, the general State of 


the Negro, in Africa, is that of Slavery and Oppreſſion, in every ; 


and 485 D ſo . 


_ 
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Senſe of the Word. In Dahomy, the King is abſolute Maſte ? 


of the Life, Liberty, and Property, of every Perſon in his Do- 
minions; and he ſports with them, with the moſt ſavage and 


| wanton Cruelty. Piles of their Heads are placed as Ornaments. 


before his Palace Gates on feſtival Days, and on every public 


Occafion; and the Floors leading to his Admirtmentons fora E + 
with their Bodies, to impreſs thoſe who approach him with Re- 


ipect and Awe. The Area before his Bed-chamber, is paved 
with the Skulls of Priſoners taken in War, that he may daily 


enjoy the ſavage Gratification of literally trampling on the 


Heads of his Enemies. Parents have neither Property, nor In- 
tereſt in their Children, in the Dahoman Territories ; they be- 


long entirely to che King, and are all taken, by his Order, from 


hols. 


t =} 

their Mothers, at an early Age, and diſtributed in Villages 
remote from the Place of their Nativity; where there is but little 
Chance for their being ſeen, or, at leaſt, recognized by their Pa- 
Tents afterwards. His Motive for this is, that there may be no 
family Connexions, no Aſlociations that might be injurious to 
his unlimitted Power. Each Individual is detached, and uncon- 
nected; and, having no Relative for whom he is intereſted, is 
ſolicitous only for his own Safety, which he conſults by the moſt 
abject. Submiſhon, and implicit Obedience. There, paternal 
Affections, and filial Love ſcarcely exiſt ; for Mothers, inſtead 

of cheriſhing, endeavour to ſuppreſs thoſe Attachments for 
their Offsprings, which, they are certain, will be violated, as 
ſoon as their Children are. able to undergo the Fatigue of being 
| removed from them. Yet, this worſt of Slavery does not pre- 
vent Population, as it, doubtleſs, would in a civilized Part of the 


World; where Liberty is deſervedly conſidered in ſo rapturous 
a Light. A Man or Woman of Senſibility,— That Senſibility 


encreaſed by Reflection, would, under ſuch a Yoke, be deaf to 5 


the calls of Inclination, and refuſe to give Exiſtence to Wretches, 
doomed to inherit the Miſeries of their Parents: But the idea of 
Slavery is different in an African; and in Dahomy, the King is 
reverenced with a Degree of Reſpect little ſhort of Adoration. 
Had the Negro the Love of rational Freedom exiſting in his 
"Breaſt, it is next to impoſſible that he could act thus. But, alas! 
be knows nothing of this ineſtimable Bleſſing, nor ever enjoyed 
it! The Country which gave him Birth, the Soil from which he 
ſprung, produceſ no ſuch Bloſſom; and, ſhould it ever appear, 
which is highly improbable, inſtead of the foſtering Hand to nur- 
ture and bring it to Maturity, the bloody and unrelenting Arm of 
Tyranny is eternally held up, ready to cut it doẽwFw n. 
- THE Credibility of theſe extraordinary Facts does not de- 
pend upon mere hearſay: Dahomy is a maritime Kingdom, in 
which the Britiſh, French, and Portugueſe have been permitted 


to erect Forts for the Protection of their Trade; and the Veracity 
of | 


Ls 


| of what is here related, is authenticated by the indubitable Tefti- 


. 


mon of many ph 2 reſided 3 GE A 3 


THE Africans have been in the Practice; from Time im- | 


| memorial, of ſelling their Countrymen, ao? never entertained” 
any more Doubt of their Right to do fo, than we do of ſending 
Delinquents to Botany Bay, or to Tyburn; deeming it fair and 
juſt to diſpoſe of their Slaves, Priſoners of War, and Felogs; ac- 
cording. to their own eſtabliſhed Laws and Cuſtoms. Great 


Enormities, they puniſh with Death; but, unleſs it be in ſuen 


deſpotic CTovernments as Dahomy, few but Criminals are fold 
to the Whites, except Priſoners taken in War; who would i inevi- 
tably be put to Death, did not a. more profitable Mode offer of 
diſpoſing of them: and hence it is, that Perſons of ſome Rank in 
their own Country, ſome times become Slaves in the Weſt Indies 
and American Colonies; but the Houſe of Bondage, | ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, may - be called a Land of Freedom to them : where, 


notwithſtanding they do not enjoy Pre-eminence, they may be 
comfortable; and where, although prevented from exereiſing 


Cruelty on others, they are always protected themſelves. Thoſe 
5 who are guilty of Theft, Adultery, or the imputed Crime of 


Witchcraft, if they eſcape Death,' are ſold for Slaves. To deter 


them from the Commiſſion of theſe: Crimes, their Situation in 
foreign Slavery, is repreſented to be attended with the ſeuereſt 


Tortures; which, fortunately for them however, are not rea- 


lized: as will appear hereafter. . Nor is it to be wondered at, in 


a Country of ſo great Extent, and fo little Cxvilization that the 2 
| greateſt Part of the Africans, brought to the European Colonies 
are condemned to Slavery, for Acts of Delinqueney; ſince 


Great Britain alone, under the ſuperior Advantages of i its Reli- 


gion, Laws, and Manners, produces = above 2000 Con- 
Vs. , . Fee * 3 | 


: 
I 


a SINCE the Labour of 3 Slaves: ling how found indif- 
Fear e for the C Cultivation of the Welt Indian Iflands, 
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E 6 n Fd Kom the utter  impoſtibilicy of ahi 
„People being able to undergo that Fatigue, every European 
4 Nation, having Colonies there, been ſolicitous to acquire a 
= Mare in this Traffic; nor has the moſt ſcrupulous of them enter- 
1 rained a Doubt of their wo to POO what the Africans 
1 uud a right to diſpoſe of. 
Aue the Adventurers in this Tride, the Brick ad at 
: preſent the greateſt Share of it, It was during the Government of 
N the Commonwealth, that Negroes were carried, in any Numbers, 
* to the Weſt Indies, and then, chiefly to Barbadoes : a few Negroes 
were taken to Virginia, dy a Duteh Ship, ſo early as 1620; but it 
was the Royal African Company, eſtabliſhed in 1672, that firſt 
45 carried on, from hence, a vigorous Commerce to Africa. W e 
may form an Opinion o the Magnitude of it, in ĩts moſt flouriſh- 


\ "he _— employed thirty Ships annually, which delivered 

zout- 5000 Negroes 1 in the Weſt Indies. The Increaſe of it to 

its. preſent efent State, may be attributed to the enterprzing Spirit of. 
Merchants; to the ſuperior Addreſs of thoſe employed in th& 


_ which-enables them te extend a Credit to the former, beyond: 
wat can be had in any other Country; and to the liberal Supply 
Allowed by Government annually, for the maintenance of feverad 
Ports, and Factories in Africa. From theſe concurring Circum- 5 

We 2 5 Kances, the Britiſh Planters are ſupplied with Negroes, on more | 
EL * an thei nn and large S - 


: * valuable Commodities ooo ee 5 Le) 000 


"THE Tmportanceof this Trade to Great 8 almoſt 1 | 

2 a fi, 284 Caleulation. It immediately employs about 120 Ships 

EE - which fail annually for Africa, whoſe Cargoes exceed a Mil- 
| Hon Sterling; ſome of which are the Mor of the m_ 
Settlements in the Eaſt and Weſt Tyglies 5 but above, 7 


8 Be 
a 1 
2 
4 * + 
Ws a 
4 


State, prior to the Revolution in 1688, by conſidering that | 


ive Part of it; to the Opulence of the Manufacturers. 


* 7 SES: en 1 — <7 : 2 2 
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5 1 
is inveſted in Britiſh Manufactures only, The 3 of 70 "= 
| Cargoes are computed at a Million and an half,” The Artifieers | * 1 
and Mechanics employed at Liverpool alone, receive 100, 00. | 
annually for Labour and Materials employed in equipping the 
Ships engaged in it; and excluſive of the large Sums paid for Se. 
mens Wages, the Captains and Officers Commiſſions and Privi- L :*} 
lege amount, at leaſt, to go, oool. annually ; 3 which i 1s generally : "OY 
realized there, and has contributed great! # to the a Increaſe ef | 

| that mn Town, 


1 THE Aﬀican Trade, c as it is 1 the Wen: in ding 
| Commerce, and that to the remaining continental Colonies, and 
Newfoundland Fiſhery, is of the utmoſt Conſequence to the em- 
ployment of many thouſands of our Fellow- ſubjects, to the Naval 
Power of Britain, and to the Royal Revenues; all which are [ 
conjoined by ſympathetic Ties. The Value of 8 Millions, at , 2 
leaſt, of domeſtic ManufaQtures, e of other Merchan- f 
dize, annually find a profitable Vent by means of the African ank 
Welt Indian Trades; and above five Millions of Property, ariſing Zee | 
from the Labour of Negro Slaves, employed in the Weſt Indiana 
Iſlands, is yearly imported from thence ; which -contributes not = | 
leſs than a Million and an half annually to the Revenue 
of this Kingdom. To carry on this immenſe Traffic, and | 
to ſupply theſe Iſlands with Lumber and Previſions, from _ | 
= continental Colonies, and Newfoundland Fiſhery, gives con= 
ſtant Employment to, at leaft, a thouſand Ships, an Wn. 3 
508. Mariners. To enumerate the fatal Conſequences 24006] ! 
Fould inevitablyenſue from a Check given to this extenſive Cook | 
merce, exceeds the preſcribed Limits of this mort yy _ 
mall be hinted at in the Sequel. 


1 HE Adventurers in this Trade, 96 1 182 in for near = 
Century paſt, the Society for propagating Chriſtianity, compoſed | 
of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhop of London, and ma- 

ny pious Doctors of vu ood Church, deriving, as 
4 : pr . : 


LL 


— 


FE 


f ; | Matters, a yearlyi income from the Labour of weir N egroe Slaves 


4 in Indies, could not confider it as contrary to the Spirit 
of the Scriptures, or to the Principles of Morality : nor could 
* they regard this Traffic as inconſiſtent with the natural Rights of 
Mankind, when they read in the Statute of 9 and 10 of King 
William, which was made avowedl y for extending the Trade to 
Africa Dat this Trade toas highly beneficial to this Kingdtm a 
Declaration of a King, who was the Patron of Liberty, and of a 

Parliament that had vindicated the natural Rights of Mankind | 


1 6 And in the Satute of 23d. Geo. II. < That the Trade to Africa is 


4 66 very advanta geous to Great B ritain, and neceſſary to the Planta. 

5 « tions” Which A& was made by a Whig King, anda Whig 
Parliament; ; who, when they diſſolved the late African Company, 
granted a very large Sum of en as a eee for cheir 
Rights. „ „ 


8 FX > -ENCOUR AGED by eſe, REY various PE WT; Acts of P alias | 


ment, which declared the African Trade to be highly beneficial to 
. \ this Nation, many Merchants engaged their Fortunes in it; nor 
could they imagine the Purchaſe of Negroes, from thoſe States of 
Africa, who have the fame Right to diſpoſe of them as the Parlia- 
ment has to irifli the Pains of Baniſhment, or Death, or the Sale 
of them as illegal, when they knew that many able Lawyers, 
learned ſudges, ard illuſtrious Chancellors had expreſsly declared 
this Purchaſe and Sale to be lawful; and to have transferred to tlie 
Maſter ſuch a Property, as could not be affected by local Changes, 
or ſubſequent Baptiſm: and that in Conformity to the Declaration 
of theſe Judges and Lawyers, the Satute of the 5th of his late 
Majeſty, ſubjected the Negroes in the Weſt Indian lands, as 
well as the Lands which they laboured, to the Payment of all 


Hebts, owing either to his Majeſty, or to any of his Subjects; 


and 3 theſe Negroes to be ſold, like any other Chattle, for 
Satisfaction of ſuch Debts. In Conſequence of which, the 
$00,000 Negroes, now belonging to the Flanters in thoſe Iſlands, 
\ are pledged by the 1 and by the Nation, for Payment of 


LH . 3 
* Debts that a are as” Sibel to the Britiſh Marche or 11K. 3 
nufacturers, or to the Subjects of foreign Princes; who, by ilate / 
Act of Parliament, have been encouraged and embed to lend 


Money to theſe Planters, on the ee of eit 1 and d 0. 7 
7 Labour of their ws. da Y 5 
Li” 4 
YE B 105 e 0 highly W to che 3 pr {7 q 
POTN to the State; a Trade ſanctioned by the Clergy, ſup= f ; 
ported by the Judges, and authorized by the Laws, has lately 
been condemned both in Principle and Practice. By the Law and 
uſage of Parliament, the moſt trivial Right of the moſt inconſider- 
able Subject, is never taken away, even for the public Good itſelf, 
without a manifeſt Neceſſity, and a full Compenſation. . Yet, an 
Attempt has been made, and Meaſures are ſtill unremittingly pur- 
ſuing, to deprive the Britiſh Planters, Merchants, and Manufac 
turers, of the Advantage of this important Traffic; and, under 
a Pretence of Regulation, Reſtrictions have already been impoſed 
which ſtrike at its Exiſtence: but, though the Liberty of Negroes 
ſeems now to be the favorite Idea, the Liberty of Britons to purſue | | 
their lawful Occupations ſhould not be forgotten : for the Princi- 47 
ple which has raiſed the Commerce and Navigation of this Coun- 
try, and, with them, the landed Intereſt and Revenues of the 
Kingdom, from inconſiderable Beginnings, to their preſent Great- i 
neſs, is the Right which every Man in it poſleſſes, to carry on his 
_ own Buſineſs, in the Way moſt advantageous to himſelf, without 
any ſudden Interruption i in the Purſuit of it 5 and the Conſciouſueſs \ 
which he bas, of the l Erman en of the ante in the Froſe- ö 
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: cution of it. 


AT a Time * 5 A neighbouring Na our Rival in a Com- 
merce as well as Arms, is laviſhing unprecedented Bounties to | 
extend its African Trade, and endeavours to promote it by every | 
Fs E. ene a Society bas been formed here for the 

avowed. 


= be 1 "En 
” nd Purpoſe of aboliſhing i it ; who, ſuffering themſelyes tobe 
1 Sa (6d. apa, by lending too credulous an Ear to that Kind of 
* Information which they ſought with Avidity, without duly con- 
fidering by what Means, or by whom it was procured, have la- 
- boured to inflame the Paſſions, and prejudice the Minds of the 
Community, by various Publications, containing Miſtatements 
of Facts, and Mifrepreſentations of Characters. It is an eaſy Taſk 
to dra in eee 249 that Picture of human Woe, which | 
| ompaſſion, and rouſe Indignation; and in doing this, 
the —— Abolition have ſuceeeded to their Wiſhes: By 
their perſonal Affiduities, and Publications; by their circular 
Letters to the Mayors of Corporations, and Addreſſes to Grand 
Furies, they have raiſed the Tarch of civil Conteſt in the Realm, 


_ which may eventually ſpread the Flame of Rebellion in the Colo- 


nies. Their Clamours have reached the Legiſlature ; and thoſe 
concerned in the Trade, have been called upon to defend their 


Rights and injured > at the * of both Houſes of 
Parliament. 


IT has appeared in e here that to ſerve a particular 
Purpoſe, the Mortality of the Mariners and of the Negroes, had 
been exaggerated beyond the Bounds of Probability and Truth : 
That the African Trade, ſo far from being deſtructive to the i 
| Lives of Britifh Seamen, in in the Degree aſſerted, is, in F act, * 
e for e up Men to that uſeful Profeſſiont.,. That 
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1 Fo or it is FRY Trade les Hs _ who are Dee Fembracs 

Ang à Sea Life, at an Age too advanced to commence an Apprenticeſhipy 

ean find Employment ; as. the Crews of Ve eels in any other Trade, con- 
of Seamen and Apprentices ongy: but in this, one half at leaf of 

afe 7 ö udſinen, young Men, who in s 

or three Voyages acquire as much profeſſional Knowledge as qualifies 

| is afterwards for any Station of a Sea oy. < 2-20 ©-- . 
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ie). ns 
this Trade i is eartied on 1 Cheaten 
that are the Subjects of it, and alſo of thoſe vrho conduct it, 8 i 

ployed in it, are fo peculiarly conkr 

of the Negroes, as to be unfuitable- 

the Opinion, which has been induſtriouſſy propaga 


a eo deviſe... That the + ig A Hor 


| Ships being unequal eee f 


| them, by an experienced naval Officer appatitlabeC Obel ; 


| That, on the Voyage from Africa to the Wat Indies, us der } 


groes are well fed, comfottably lodged, aid have every 


tion * ns Health, Cleanlineſs, and f Conventetite: ; Tide 


% 
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fick ; where proper Cats; and meiteat Aid, are » duly ü Fe, 


to them ; and, that by an admirable Regulatio ion, the Emolu- : 
ments of the Captains and Officers, Employed in this Trade, 85 


are connected with, and depend upon, the Health and good Cott 
dition of thofe whom they have the Charge of conveying. "The T 
Mode of obtaining Negroe Slive ves in Africa, has been demon- 
ſtrated to be in a Way perfectly fair, and equitable' e ; by a Barter 


with the Natives. The Crime of Kidnapping, as it is termed, 


with which the Traders to Africa have been reproached, proves 51 
to be groundleſs : for the African Committee, whoſe Buſineſs it / 


xs to take Cognizance of ſuck an Offence, and for which the 
Law infficts an heavy Penalty, have reported, that but one in- 


ftance of it has come before them in the Courſe of near forty 


Years. It has alſo been ſhewn, that, in Conſequence of this 


Trade, many innocent Lives are ſpared, that would otherwiſe | 
be ſaerifieed to the ſuperſtitions Rites and Ceremonies of the 


Eountry ; ; many Priſoners of War exempted from Torture, and | 
Death; and the Puniſhment of many Crimes commuted from 


DT "ach * . _ TR that i it is the bot of moſt of thoſe 
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hot are brought to the Colonies, who, bins eee 
Slaves in their own Country, only to exchange a black Maſter 
for a White one. That the Wars which have always exiſted in 

© Africa, have no Connexion with the Slave Trade, is evident 
from the Univerſality of the Practice of it between Communities 

in 4 ne State. The oldeſt Writers, as Leo, and others, have 

reſented the Africans as living! in a State of 0 80 a4 We 


; Beſides the des of 3 dad * 
j 2 ee, man. which the African has in common with civilized Nations, 
i} 1 he chen turbulent and iraſcible Diſpoſition of a Neg groe, prompts him 
i RE haraſs his Neighbour ; 3. and, lured by the Love of Plunder, be- 
ge <1 Se fore he ever aw an European Commodity, as the Value of an 
R Article depends upon the Eſtimation it holds in the Fancy of him 
who covets it, the rude Productions of the Country, the Trinkets 
of Gold, or Ivory, &c. were as much an object of his Deſire ſor- 

| merly, as the Acquiſition of European Manufactures can be at 
preſent. So far from the Whites being acceſſary to theſe Wars, 

as has been unjuſtly alledged ; it is notorious; that the Europeans 
| trading there, deprecate a War as the greateſt-Inconvenience that 
can happen to them: Trade is entirely ſuſpended during its Con- 
tinuance; and the Term of their Voyages i is thereby protracted 
much beyond the uſual Time. Hence ariſes an inevitable In- 
coreaſe of Expence, and an additional Riſk of Sickneſs and Mor- 
tality, which cannot be compenſated by a few additional Slavess 


that may occaſionally be brought to Market in Conſequence of it. 
The Aſſertion, that farther ſupplies of Slaves from Africa, are not 


neceſſary to the Cultivation of our Iſlands, ſcarcely merits a ſeri- 
ous Refutation. It is dictated by the ſame miſtaken Policy, that 
preferred the Wilds of Canada, at the Cloſe of a former War, eto 
the Poſſeſſion of the truly valuable Sugar Hands ; which, - I 
being wrelted from our Enemies and Rivals, at the Expence of 


| 9 much 
Ks - | 


( on J. 


. Blood ws Wente were again reſtored to them i in an evil 
Hour... Thoſe who have the good. F ortune already to enjoy Sugar 
Plantations; may wiſh: for the excluſive Poſſeſſion of them; and 
look upon every additional Eſtabliſhment of that Sort as inter- 
fering with their Intereſt. - But which is to preponderate, pri- 
vate Conſiderations or publie and national Welfare? Are no 
new Settlements to be made, or old ones to be extended? is 
Induſtry to be limited, and Improvement prohibited, in the 
moſt valuable of all our foreign Poſſeſſions; where a Supply 
from Propagation alone, adequate to the Services JU "= 
PI, be 1 3 e. 
F 

- HOW the Negroes, occupied in the Colonies, are now treat- 
ed, remains next to be conſidered ; and cannot be better related 
than nearly in the Words of an elegant Writer, who has very 
Jate] ö favored ib Public with his e on this * 


you 


NEGRO Pte is an | Obje& of f fuch Valug and bam 
10 the Proprietor, that he is diſpoſed to cheriſh it by every pru- 
dent Method; and, independent of what he owes as a Man, 
anda Chriſtian, he feels an adventitious Affection for it, reſulting 
| from-Intereſt; - 'Hente it is, that the Happineſs and Miſery of 
Negroes, in the Weſt Indies, depend almoſt totally on them- 
ſelves. If a Negro is ſlothful or flagitious, he is, like Raſcals 
and Drones of Society in every well regulated Community, 
poor and miſerable ; and ſubject to Correction, as a Puniſn- 
ment for his own Vices, and for the Inſtruction of others: but, 
on the Contrary, if he is induſtrious in his own Concerns, and 
attentive-to the Intereſt of his Superior, mild in Temper, and 
tradable in Diſpoſition, he is entitled to ' Indulgencies, which 
en ot Goo ns 
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thouſands, even in this Country, would be happy to enjoy.— 
. Habitations of the Slaves, on every Eſtate, are ſituated 
near the Dyelling-Houſe of the Owner, or Overſeer ; that they 
may be under more immediate Inſpection. Theſe are, in ge- 
neral, comfortable and commodious; with a Garden to each, 
ehcireled with Plantain, Bananna, and Orange Trees: and 
ſtocked with Roots, and Vegetables, for domeſtic Uſes; and, 
even a Surplus to ſpare, which is carried occaſionally to 


Market, to purchaſe thoſe little Neceſſaries and Luxuries, which | 
they wiſh to enjoy. Beſides this, there is a portion of Land IT 


every Eftate, called the Negro-Grounds, of which each Slave is 
allowed as much as he can cultivate, for his own Ute. This 


Land, from the F ertility of the Soil, requires only a ſmall por- 
tion of o6cafional Labour; a few Hours in a Week is ſufficient, 


and the Negro is allowed, independent of every Sunday, which he 


has to himſelf throughout the Year, one Day in a F ortnight, for 
| eight Months of it, for cultivatinghis Grounds. In theſe Habita- 
tons, there is an Arrangements of Appartments, and Propricty 


of Furniture; à Supply of Utenſils; and even a Parade of Ap- 


5 | parel, little to be expected in the Poſſeſſion of Slaves. They 
= have each their Styes of Hogs, and: little Flocks of Poultry ; 


ſome of them reſerved for Sale; and the reft appropriated to their 
Evening's Repaſt; this, with a comfortable Night's Reſt, en- 
ables them to return with Vigour to the next Morning' s Work, 
which, however ſtrange. it may ſeem, is not ſo hard as that of 


many of the labouring Poor in Britain. But what renders the 


Situation of the Negro peculiarly comfortable, is the Proviſion 


made for him during Sickneſs, and Old Age. On the firſt 


n of Is he is inſtantly. exempted from all 
ADS USE er . Labour, 


1 Crop Time occupies the other four. 
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1 and lodged i in a Houſe nn appropriated for the 
Purpoſe, where he is viſited daily by a Practitioner of Medicine; 
ſupplied with freſh Viands, Vegetables, and even Wine; at- 
tended conſtantly by a Nurſe, who acts likewiſe as an under 
: medical Aſſiſtant, and! is not deſired, or even allowed to reſume. 
Labour, until his Health and Strength enable him to undergo.j its 
F atigues. Let Indiſpoſition continue ever ſo long; no immediate 
Loſs, no Confuſion or Derangement in his little Property, is 
- the Conſequence. Poverty, Want, and AMiQtion,, are, by no 
means, the Concomitants of his Sick-bed : every thing, through 
the Aſſiſtance of his Felow-labourers- and the Direction of his 
Superiors, goes on, and is attended to, in the ſame Way, as if 
be were immediately on the Spot: His Grounds are worked; 
his Stock raiſed; his F ruits and Products carried to Market, by 
his Family or Connections; and as he is amply ſupphed witn 
every Neceflary during his Conſinement, inſtead of being | 
poorer, he comes out of his Hoſpital a richer Man than when he 
went in. When old Age has rendered his farther Exertions 
uſeleſs, the hoary- headed Bondſman, becomes often the Partaker 
of Liberty ; which ſheds its kindly Beams upon his parting Day. 
Previous to this Period, it may be preſumed, that ſome Property 
has been acquired, and a Situation of Comfort eſtabliſhed,--- 
Theſe he is allowed to enjoy unmoleſted, while the uſual Pro- 
portion of Proviſions and Clothing are annually given to him; 
His Children, and his Children's Children 3 his Friends and | 
former Fellow-labourers ; his Countrymen,. and Fellow -paſſen- 
gers, are all near him, and are all ready to adminiſter their 
Helps and Conſolation. In ſhort, inſtead of wretchednels, and N 


* Penury, old Age, in this State, often wears . and 
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maps its lender Thread, as geady,; and perhaps as eee 


bly, as in any Country whatever. It is a Fact worthy of Ob- 
ſervation, that a Negro Slave in the Weſt Indies, has ſcarcely 
ever been heard to expreſs a Defire to return to his own Country; 
nor, of the many who have obtained their Freedom there, has 
one put it into practice: but, on the Contrary, even newly 
imported' Negroes, when threatened by the Overſeer, upon ſome 
Fault or Neglect of 9 to be — . n are ſeriouſly 
ge e 1 | wo 
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; THERE now 8 remains, of the e us of this . 
ſhort Sketch, to point out, briefly, what would be the probable, 
nay, the inevitable Conſequence of the Abolition of a Trade, 
Which is the connecting Medium of our foreign, with our Do- 
meſtic Commerce. If it were to be taken out of the Chain, of 
| which it compoſes ſo conſiderable a Link, and upon which our 
Manufactures ſo immediately depend, every Improvement in in 
the Weſt Indian Iflinds would immediately ceaſe, and a Bi 
nution of the Produce of the Lands, now under Cultivation theres 
would ſhortly follow. The Export of Britiſh Manufactures, 
Which to Africa and the Colonies, amount, at leaſt, to three 
i. . 45 Millions Sterling annuaMly, would ſoon He reduced to nothing · 
ta 'F The immenſe Sums, owing tO this 8 en the Weſt. In 
= dies, would for ever remain unpaid ; and innumerable Bank- | 
ruptcies would follow at Home. Few would be able any longer 
to conſume taxable Commodities; and, from the inevitable 
Decreaſe alſo, of the Import of Weſt Indian Productions, there 
would be ſuch a Deficiency of the national Revenue, as the Im- 
7 LG of freſh T axes, upon a People 1 of their accuſ- 


tomed 


4's 


* Ralalves © of «Opps and induſtry, could not bet 5 : be 
replace. A Decay of national Credit, and a Depreciation ” a 
_ Government Securities, would enſue, . from an Inability to raiſe 8 
the public Supplies; and our national Importance would quickly Es 
decline, and be known to the next Generation, only by-the Page Ee 
+ of Hiſtory. Our Navy, the Pride and Bulwark of Britains 3 


| the Terror and Admiration of the World, would i no longer exiſt; , . 
; ee be nei et Mariners to man it, nor Money to ſuppo / e 4 
5 | Ships would be unneceſſary, 26” there would be neithe 5 75 22 
G to export, or to import. Shipwrights and other Mechanics, 2. 2 
adT radeſmen, dependant « on them, deprived of Employment, 7. Log 
would want even the N eceſſaries of Life: Land would decreaſe x 
in Value: The Rent of Houſes would ſcarcely pay for their Re- TA | 
pairs; and even the Livings of the Church be reduced to their ori- 5 abs, 
7 ginal Statement in the King's Books. After ſo flagrant an AT Yr, 


of Oppreſſion, the Merchants could no longer confide in Govern- - 
ment, for the Continuation of thoſe Privileges which they had for 7 4 
Ages enjoyed; and this Reflection would naturally throw a Damp # 8 
on all future Enterprise, in every Branch of foreign Trade, as well 2 x 
as domeſtic Manufacture; for, however the Minds of ſome Mens 5" H 
may be inflamed at this Moment, and however ſtrenuous t # DB Es 
may be in Oppoſition to the African Slave Trade, there ut +: ; 
a2 Time come, when every Engliſhman, who is capable' of re- wr 0 | 
flecting at all, will weigh the Injuſtice of this Proceeding, * ia | 
firacted from every Conſideration of Humanity or Policy; dds 
will then perceive the Inftability of all commercial Eſtabliſh- . 4 4 
ments, in a Country, where. the miſtaken Zeal of a few could l 
inſtigate the Legiſlature ſo groſſly to invade the Rights of Ind jo” 
viduals, Theſe and many other Evils, may be reaſonably WR 
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pected from the Abolitiomof a Trade, which yy we may relinquiſh, 
but, which, conapt be faken from; us D þ N the Jealouſy of foreign 


31 


Powers: in this this political Eels de ſer we muſt be our own Execu- 
tones. JJ 112 479 bop hike Side ty 
s 70 bbriate theſs Cakrmities, Bill is now: forming, againſt 
- Edfuihk Sefton of Parkament, from local Khowledge; and 
practical Experience} not a Bill of mere Theory, an and idle Spe- 
Fas: lation, 45 keen appeared; but u Bill to Sbviate every Abb 

ny effabliſh every neceflary Regulation in the African Trade 2 
and that ſuch : a Bill may meet the Approbation of every Branch 


of the Legillature, and be paſſed" into a Law, <ught"to be the 
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